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Welcome to our
first Newsletter

Our theme this first half
term is connections.

UNDER THE CANOPY
Each Half Term Canopy Forest School produces

a Newsletter to share the learning and
upcoming events of the Forest School

Hello and welcome to Canopy Forest School. We are so excited 

to be starting this new outdoor learning journey with you and 

we have lots of  exciting activities planned. 

We have chosen the theme connections because it is our first 

value and we will be exploring how we connect to each other as 

a group and also how we connect to our Forest School space. 

During this first half term we will be playing lots of team 
building games helping us to build relationships and form a 
group identity. They will help us feel comfortable around each 
other, make everyone equal and most importantly they are 
great fun and promote laughter. We will also be getting to 
know the trees, plants and animals that inhabit our Forest 
School space and we will be building a relationship and 
environmental identity. 

   Connections:
"noun: the state of being

related to someone or
something else"

(Cambridge Dictionary)
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"No one will protect what
they don't care about, and
no one will care about what
they have never
experienced"
 (David Attenborough)

During the first six weeks of any Forest School

programme base line assessments take place and

these help us to build up a holistic profile of each

member. It is from these assessments that all our

future work will be based and this involves

observing, reflecting and discussing what motivates

and interests the group. 

Forest school is based on an emergent curriculum

which means that we take our lead from the

students. Our planning is lose in form to allow for

flexibility and child led adaptations. At the end of

each session we always discuss and reflect on our

learning and then make plans on where and what

we would like to  discover and explore next. 

The seasons and weather influence our activities and

we are so lucky to start our Forest School sessions in

the summer.  A season that brings long hours of

sunshine and warmer temperatures. Bug hunting,

den building and looking after the site during the

summer months , we are sure, be a big part of what

we will do. 

We are excited to see where the children will take

us with their learning. It will be refreshing for us

to follow their lead and will build their

confidence, self-esteem, self-worth and connect

them as a learning community

Each half term in our newsletter we also thought

it would be nice to share an outdoors activity that

you could do at home. This will be linked to our

learning and the season. 

Our first activity celebrates the summer months

and the location of Twyford which has the river

Itchen and water meadows near by. Please always

follow the water safety code and only sail your raft

with adult supervision. 

Tiny raft making is a really simple and fun activity

to do. You can easily incorporate it into a walk or

on a visit to a local stream. All you need is some

sticks and string for a basic raft. This activity

opens up a whole range of play, creating the rafts,

having races to see whose can travel downstream

the quickest. Get them to see what materials float

best.

 




