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WHAT IS A ECOLOGICAL REPORT?
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As a Forest School leader, you have two levels of

factors which will support and enhance our

responsibility: the care of the children who

interactions with this space. Knowing what the

attend sessions and the care of the environment

baseline conditions are of a site will also help

and ecosystem that you are using.

the Forest School Leader to assess and
determine which activities could possibly harm
the area and what measures or mitigations can
be put in place to support it.

In an online article, entitled “The Symbolic Relationship of
Child and Woods-Are you sustaining Both?” (Blackwell,
2015) Sarah Blackwell discusses the importance of
nurturing and sustaining both children and nature. In this
article she examines the symbiotic relationship between
humans and the natural world and writes:

“You can’t have a child growing up in isolation of
the elements, the natural cycles, the trees, grass,
mountains or rivers without a part of that child’s
inner most being as a human losing a part of its
self that is essential to life.
In the same way you can not have woodlands
and wild spaces growing up in isolation of the
love, care, compassion and respect of children,
because nature without children will in the future
be destroyed completely and habitats die.”
(Blackwell, 2015)
Sarah Blackwell goes onto explain that:

“When we understand our role in the process as
conduits for learning and love of nature with our
children, we can begin to put an emphasis on
learning species and relationships and how the
natural systems depend on each other”
(Blackwell), 2015),
Producing

sustainability

plans,

ecological

impact

assessments and Three-Year Management Plans are all
essential

aspects

of

building

and

developing

a

relationship with the environment where the Forest
School will take place. The understanding that comes
from developing these plans and the care that we give to
this eco-system will be transferred to the children and
will lead onto Environmental Identity for the future.
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ECOLOGICAL IMPACT STATEMENT

This document describes

the impact of the

operation of a Forest School Provision in the
physical environment at Chandler's Ford Infant
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Our Ethos
To provide a classroom with no walls.
Where the sky is the limit. Nature is the teacher and imagination,
play and discovery the curriculum. Self-esteem, wellbeing, deep

School. It describes what is in place to mitigate

connections and a sense of wholeness and joy are the learning

any negative effects. It will consider the land,

outcomes.

water, air, structures and living organisms and
the environmental values of Canopy Forest
School.

Our Mission
To create a transformative learning experience in a natural
setting where play, exploration and supported risk taking inspires
personal growth and meaningful connections to the world, self,

Canopy Forest School is an after school club

and others.

that takes place every Monday afternoon 3.30-

Our Core Values

5.30 as an after school club at Chandler's Ford

Connection

Infant School. We have 10 Year 2 students
aged 6-7years. They have been signed up by

To connect to the natural world, self, and others
Growth
To undergo natural development socially, emotionally, physically,

their parents who have all completed consent

spiritually, and intellectually over a period of time. To nurture

and agreement forms. The sessions are run by

reflection, innovation, and creativity.

Emma Clode who is training to become a Level

Exploration

3 Forest School Leader and Natalie Young is a
parent volunteer.

To enjoy new discoveries, adventures and take supported risks.
Sustainability
To use methods that do not harm the environment so that natural
resources are still available in the future. To be able to support
eco-systems so they can continue over a period of time

DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE

The Canopy Forest School site is situated in the
school grounds of Chandler’s Ford Infant School
which is situated in Eastleigh in South Hampshire.
Chandler’s Ford is a town with a population of over
21,000 people. The area of the hazel coppice site is
approximately 318m square in size and hazel is the
predominant tree species. There is a playing field
next to the hazel coppice area and there is also a
school garden area and in the future a meadow
area is proposed to be planted in an unused grass
area down one side of the school building.
Access to the site is gained through the school.
The site is enclosed within the school grounds and
is therefore safe as only people who have signed
in at the school office can access it. The area
backs onto residential gardens with fencing acting
as a divider. Chandler’s Ford is a residential area
but there are several nature reserves and
secondary woodlands nearby and the understory
of these echo the flora and fauna found at the
Canopy Forest School site.
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Grid Reference:
50.98630171851851,-1.3804197031049599
Size: 318m square
Flora: Hazel, Dogwood, Cherry, Hawthorn, Oak,
False Acacia, Willow, Sycamore, Holly, Cherry
Laurel, Alder Buckthorn, Pacific Madrona
Fauna:Grey Squirrel, Fox, Cat, Rat, Wood Mouse,
Hedgehog, Robin, Jackdaw, Jay, Blue Tits, Great
Tits, Blackbirds, Wood Pigeon

DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE

CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL | 06

DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE

Local wildlife sites in Hampshire referred to as Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) together
with statutorily protected Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs) form the foundation of a coherent and
resilient ecological network. These areas have been
identified using SINC criteria's and if a three-point scale is
applied to the Canopy Forest School site is graded as a
(two) a site of lower priority for conservation:
"Not primarily intended for evaluation, but considered
adequate for categorizing sites on a 3 point scale
1. Site of high conservation value (HCV);
2. Site of lower priority for conservation;(LPC)
3. Site of limited wildlife interest (LWI).”
(Wilson, 2021)
Using the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) field
guide to woodland this site like the surrounding area comes
under "W8 Fraxinus excelsior – Acer campestre –
Mercurialis perennis woodland" and this is part of the
mixed deciduous and oak/birch woodlands:
"Ash, field maple and hazel are characteristic of W8,
but may play quite a minor role, as other species that
are occasional in the community as a whole can be
locally abundant. Such species include blackthorn
(particularly as ride-side and post-coppice vegetation ,
dogwood, elder , guelder rose, hawthorn, privet"
(Hall et al, 2004, p50)
The ground layer of the site consists of decaying matter,
dead wood and logs, leaf litter, old hazel nuts, twigs and
bark chippings there is then an underlay but when you get
to the soil layer it is dark clay and the school lies within an
area that is characteristically London Clay with a ph. level
of 7. In places there is little ground layer due to the
enclosed canopy which has only allowed a small amount of
light to penetrate down to the ground layer. The site is also
constantly used by school children and consequently the
soil has become very compacted in places. Although there
is no water source on the site near to Chandler's Ford
there are a number of chalk borne tributaries which feed
into the river Itchen and it is near Chandler's Ford that this
river begins to flow into sands, silt and clay. A lot of the
land around Chandler’s Ford is situated on what was part
of Baddesley, Hiltingbury and Cranbury Commons, a
number of streams used to run through the area including
Cranbury stream towards the ford in Monk’s Brook where
Chandler’s Ford got its name.
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In the past the local rivers also created seasonal water
meadows for healthy pastures and flooding occurred
frequently until a scheme was carried out to improve the
flood carrying capacity of the brook and prevent flooding.
From maps produced by the National Rivers Authority,
Chandlers Ford and the surrounding area lies on Barton,
Bracklesham and Bagshot beds. This area is part of the
Hampshire basin which is a geological basin of
Palaeogene age in southern England.
Near to the edges of the site where more light penetrates
bluebells and wild garlic can be found in the spring. For
the sessions taking place in November and December to
March, there will be no trampling threat, however during
spring and summer extra caution will be needed. There
are elements of a shrub layer consisting mainly of laurel,
holly, brambles and nettles. The older trees on the site
consist of hazel, hawthorn, oak and willow and none of
these show signs of having been coppiced in the past.
There are no active management plans for this site and
this is something that Canopy Forest School will
introduce and adhere to. The most established layer of the
hazel coppice area is the canopy and grey squirrels and a
variety of birds are often found here.
In terms of fauna there is evidence of wood mice,
hedgehogs and foxes using this site in the opposite side of
the coppice area from the Outdoor Classroom and
woodland meeting circle area so there is not an
unacceptable disturbance. The likely impacts of the
project will not impact significantly on the woodland
habitat but instead we would like to introduce nesting
boxes, feeders and more wild woodland flowers that will
encourage more insects and animals to the site.
The woodland is not under any kind of special protection
or status such as SSSI or NNR and no trees have tree
preservation orders. There is no information available
about the woodland through any statutory organisations
such as English Nature, although historical evidence is
available about the school which was built in 1907. As the
school grounds are owned by Hampshire County Council
and there is no public right of way through the site and it
is very safe. The other benefits of this site being on school
grounds is that the school neighbours are used to the
noise of children playing and there should therefore not
be any problems with noise levels. As stated previously
the site is used frequently by school children and because
of this monitoring will take place regarding issues of overintensive use.

ABIOTIC ELEMENTS
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FAUNA AND FLORA OF THE SITE

CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL | 09

CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL | 10

CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL | 11

IMPACT AND IMITIGATION MEASURES

After completing a site survey, it is important to assess how Forest School activities might have an impact on this
area.
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IMPACT AND IMITIGATION MEASURES
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IMPACT AND IMITIGATION MATRIX
WHEN CONSIDERING THE IMPACT OF FOREST SCHOOL ACTIVITIES IT IS IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER THE DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE
FOREST AND TO DO THIS CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL WILL CONSIDER THE VERTICAL STRUCTURES OF THE WOODLAND.
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IMPACT AND IMITIGATION MATRIX CONTINUED
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MONITORING

Observing, identifying and classifying the biodiversity of a site allows us to develop an understanding of
a site and ensures that we help to keep it healthy and resilient. At Canopy Forest School a monitoring
regime will be established and this will be completed annually. This will ensure that our ecological
management practices are effective and maintain or enhance our Ecological Impact over time. The
monitoring regime that we will use will take place in the same month in the same location and use the
same recording format. It will also be linked to and influence our 3 Year Development Plan objectives.
This survey will be used as an indictor which will provide details about species, habitat and will be
evaluated to assess the value of the conservation achieved and the impacts on the site. It will also be an
interesting indictor to show trends over time.
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POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AT CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL

CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL | 16

CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL | 17

CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL | 18

CLIMATE CHANGE

"Climate change is now indisputable and it is widely accepted that as a result of past emissions of
greenhouse gases, the earth is committed to continued warming during the 21st century. This warming
alone may have profound consequences for global ecosystems and people’s lives. The actual rate of
warming will depend on future emissions and concentrations of greenhouse gases, which is dependent on
the actions of governments over the next few years on curbing greenhouse gas emissions. It is projected
that summers in Britain will get warmer, and winters milder. Wales, parts of Scotland and the South East
may have drier summers, and wetter winters. Climate change is also expected to cause changes to the
seasons, increase the frequency of extreme weather events such as storms and cause a rise in sea levels.
For more detailed information on projected climate change in Britain, the UK Climate Projections (UKCP) "
(Managing Your Woodland for Wildlife, p82, Blakesleigh D and Buckley P, 2010)
Woodland communities are already being affected by climate change, this can be seen for example in the timings
of bud breaks, migration and weather changes. This trend could see a change in the balance of tree communities;
affect early flowering woodland plants and inevitably the composition of woodland communities will change.
In June 2019 Hampshire County Council declared a Climate Emergency and as a result it created two targets
which have been set for the County Council and Hampshire as a whole:
2050Carbon neutral
2℃ preparing to be resilient to the impacts of temperature rise.
(Hampshire County council)
Canopy Forest School is committed to educating and sharing sustainable, natural, environmentally friendly ways
of working. This is reflected in every element of our business. We therefore promote sustainability, through our
own practices, through using green products and working with other green organisations. We run our business
through an ethical bank account as we believe that this is one of the most powerful tools that any of us can use
to to change the world for the better. We also work alongside Chandler's Ford Infant School and support their
work on becoming an Eco-school, introduced composting and worked on a number of Climate in Crisis Art
projects.
This Ecological Impact report is an important part of the process of ensuring that our activities in and around the
site do not have any negative impacts upon the site.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion this ecological impact report will feed into our woodland management and is a big part of the
success of developing a biodiverse area. This is a working document that will be reviewed every year as the
group and the site change and evolve. The Forest School Leader will constantly consider and strive to
balance the health of the site with the socio-economic, cultural and human-health impacts of its participants.
Community engagement is an essential part of Canopy Forest School and this is reflected in our ethos,
mission and values. Bringing people to nature is a fundamental part of our work as is teaching others to
love and care for the natural world.
Educating members of the local community about the unique habitats within the school ground will be a big
part of the Forest School experience as will taking part in woodland management activities. All the Forest
School activities that will take place aim to get the children caring and feeling the unique magic of this
space. Involving and teaching children and adults about the important role we have as care takers or
woodman of an area will not only provide them with skills that they can pass on and use in the future but it
will also help them to develop a deep understanding of why it is important to establish a relationship with a
natural space. Like most things in nature we both rely on each other, it is a symbiotic relationship- nature
needs human help and humans need natures help for a healthy existence.

Last reviewed: Dec 21
Responsible for Review:Emma Clode
Next Date of review: Dec 22
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