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Merdon Junior School, Chandler's Ford CHANDLER'S FORD, EASTLEIGH SO53 1EJ

OWNER OTHER IDENTIFIED

025 8026 5255
https:/ /fwww.merdon.hants.sch.uk/

@ Merdon Junior School STAKEHOLDERS
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Abiotic Elements

Water

There is a water source, a tributary of "Monks Brook”, that flows through Hiltingbury to become part of Hiltingbury
Lakes:

"It then continues near to the site both under and above ground and can be seen as it rises at the lower
end of Kingsway and south of Brownhill Road. It then flows down to the main stream near to Chandler's
Ford Train station.” (https:/ichandlersfordtoday.co.uklour-river-the-monks-
brookl/#:~:text=Both%20chalk%20streams%2C%20in%20their,known%20river%%2C%20the%20Monks%20B
rook.)

Itis here that the river begins to flow into sands, silt and clay. From maps produced by the National Rivers
Authority, Chandlers Ford and the surrounding area lies on Barton, Bracklesham and Bagshot beds. This area is
part of the Hampshire basin which is a geclogical basin of Palaesogene age in southern England.

Soil

The ground layer of the site consists of decaying matter, dead wood, logs, leaf litter and twigs. The soil layer it is dark,
loamy clay and the school lies within an area that is characteristically London Clay with a ph. level of 6.5 so it is
slightly acidic. In places there is little ground layer due to the enclosed canopy which has only allowed a small
amount of light to penetrate down to the ground layer. The site is also constantly used by school children and
consequently the soil has become very compacted in places.

Bedrock and Surface rock

From maps produced by the National Rivers Authority, Chandlers Ford and the surrounding area lies on
Barton, Bracklesham and Bagshot beds. This area is part of the Hampshire basin which is a geological basin
of Palaeogene age in southern England.

Archaeological Considerations

The site has been part of school grounds since 1956 when the school was built. The land around Merdon
Junior school was owned by the Wallis family who bought portions of the vast Hursley and Brownhill Estate
and they built grand Edwardian Houses one of which was Merdon House. Merdon House was located
around the corner from Merdon School and had water gardens which still remain as Hiltingbury Lakes now
owned and managed as a nature reserve by Eastleigh Borough Council. Historically the area was a montage
of habitats which along with broadleaved woodland also included dry health, unimproved grassland and
cattle-grazed pastures, a number of streams used to run through the area including Cranbury stream
towards the ford in Monk's Brook where Chandler's Ford got its name.

Management history of site

The site is owned by Hampshire LEA and other shareholders are Merdon Junior School's Governing Body.
The school was built in 1956 the school expanded rapidly in the 1970s.
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