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WHAT IS A ECOLOGICAL REPORT?

An ecological Impact assessment (EIA) is an

assessment that looks at the possible

consequences of human activity on a site. This

assessment gives us an idea of the possible

impact on the ecosystem that running a Forest

School may have. 

This is a formal system which identifies and

creates an inventory of all the flora and fauna

that exist in an area, the topography and

substratum (soils, geology, wetness), site

history/antiquity, site ownership, management

and protection. This process evaluates the

factors which will support and enhance our

interactions with this space. Knowing what the

baseline conditions are of a site will also help

the Forest School Leader to assess and

determine which activities could possibly harm

the area and what measures or mitigations can

be put in place to support it.

To create this inventory maps, historical records

and first-hand observations or field surveys  

have been used to create a picture/evaluation of

the site. There are of course limitations to this

information as field studies only show the flora

and fauna present at one snapshot moment in

time so seasonal variations may be missed. Some

species lists may not be complete, and rarities

may have been overlooked and changes can also

occur since the survey took place.

 

As a Forest School leader, you have two levels of

responsibility: the care of the children who

attend sessions and the care of the environment

and ecosystem that you are using. 
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In an online article, entitled “The Symbolic Relationship of

Child and Woods-Are you sustaining Both?” (Blackwell,

2015) Sarah Blackwell discusses the importance of

nurturing and sustaining both children and nature. In this

article she examines the symbiotic relationship between

humans and the natural world and writes:

“You can’t have a child growing up in isolation of

the elements, the natural cycles, the trees, grass,

mountains or rivers without a part of that child’s

inner most being as a human losing a part of its

self that is essential to life.

In the same way you can not have woodlands

and wild spaces growing up in isolation of the

love, care, compassion and respect of children,

because nature without children will in the future

be destroyed completely and habitats die.”  

(Blackwell, 2015)

Sarah Blackwell  goes onto explain that: 

“When we understand our role in the process as

conduits for learning and love of nature with our

children, we can begin to put an emphasis on

learning species and relationships and how the

natural systems depend on each other”

 (Blackwell), 2015), 

Producing sustainability plans, ecological impact

assessments and Three-Year Management Plans are all

essential aspects of building and developing a

relationship with the environment where the Forest

School will take place. The understanding that comes

from developing these plans and the care that we give to

this eco-system will be transferred to the children and

will lead onto Environmental Identity for the future. 
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ECOLOGICAL IMPACT STATEMENT

This document describes  the impact of the

operation of a Forest School Provision in the

physical environment in the grounds of Kings

Worthy Primary School. It describes what is in

place to mitigate any negative effects. It will

consider the land, water, air, structures and

living organisms and the environmental values

of Canopy Forest School. 

Canopy Forest School will be working initially

with 4 students from the school as part of their

enhanced provision. The sessions will be run by

Sarah Perrin and Emma Clode who are both

experienced Level 3 trained Forest School

Leaders and they will be supported by one

member of staff.  

Our Ethos

To provide a classroom with no walls. 

Where the sky is the limit. Nature is the teacher and imagination,

play and discovery the curriculum. Self-esteem, wellbeing, deep

connections and a sense of wholeness and joy are the learning

outcomes.

Our Mission

To create a transformative learning experience in a natural

setting where play, exploration and supported risk taking inspires

personal growth and meaningful connections to the world, self,

and others. 

Our Core Values

Connection

 To connect to the natural world, self, and others 

Growth 

To undergo natural development socially, emotionally, physically,

spiritually, and intellectually over a period of time. To nurture

reflection, innovation, and creativity.

Exploration

 To enjoy new discoveries, adventures and take supported risks. 

Sustainability

To use methods that do not harm the environment so that natural

resources are still available in the future. To be able to support

eco-systems so they can continue over a period of time
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The Canopy Forest School site is situated within
the grounds of Kings Worthy Primary School in
Kings Worthy, Winchester. The site is owned by
Hampshire County Council. Kings Worthy Primary
School opened in 1953 and when the school
expanded it included Hinton House, a nearby
Victorian house, which housed five classrooms. In
September 2008, Hinton House was sold, allowing
for the construction of a new building containing
five modern classrooms and purpose-built
technology rooms. While some land was utilized for
the new buildings, the school retains a spacious
site, including a large outdoor area, woodland and
a pond. 

The area which we are using is approximately four
acres of natural woodland. The site is situated at
the back, South Western side of the school. It is  
located behind a Victorian walled garden and has
housing on the western side of its grounds, a
playing field which is also owned by the school to
the south and fields to the east. Access to the site
is gained through the school. The site is enclosed
within the school grounds and is therefore safe as
only people who have signed in at the Primary
School office can access it. A perimeter fence acts
as a divider around the site. Kings Worthy is a   
village in the civil parish of Kings Worthy in
Hampshire. There are several nature reserves and
secondary woodlands nearby and the understory
of these echo the flora and fauna found at this
Canopy Forest School site.   

Grid Reference: 51°05′37″N , 001°17′54″W 
What3words://////jammy.kicks.basic
Address: Kings Worthy Primary School
Kings Worthy, Winchester SO23 7QS
Size: 4 acres
Flora of main Forest School area: Nettles, Dandelion,
Herb Robert, Cleavers, wood Aven, Brambles,
Primrose, Birdock ,Plantain, Dock , Sycamore Saplings
Ivy, Garlic Mustard , Dogs Mercy, Bluebells , Lords and
Ladies , Daffodils, Green Alkanet , Ground Ivy, Cranesbill
geranium, Silver Birch Saplings, Oak saplings, Hawthorn,
Sycamore, Yew, Holly, Hazel, Field Maple, Rowan,Silver
Birch, Oak, Goat Willow
Fauna of main Forest School area: Woodlouse, Earwigs,
centipedes, shield bug, Dor beetle, silverfish, land hopper,
harvestman, pill woodlouse, slow worm, common
earthworm, brown lipped snail, cabbage seed weevil, devil
coach horse beetle, garden spider, blackbird, robin, blue
tits, gold chest, sparrows, wood pigeon, great tits,
Jackdaw, dunnock, song thrush, fox, 
hedgehog, mice, rats, grey squirrels, mole, shrew

Grid Reference: 51°05′37″N , 001°17′54″W   W3W:jammy.kicks.basic
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Local wildlife sites in Hampshire referred to as Sites of Importance
for Nature Conservation (SINCs) together with statutorily protected
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) form the foundation of a
coherent and resilient ecological network. These areas have been
identified using SINC criteria's and if a three-point scale is applied to
the Canopy Forest School site at Kings Worthy it is graded as a
(one) a site of high priority for conservation. This is due to the fact
that it lies on the edge of the chalk lands of the Hampshire Downs
and the river Itchen flows along the south-eastern border of the
parish. This area is one of the best examples of a chalk river habitat
in Europe and it is identified as a candidate Special Area for
Conservation (cSAC). Looking at the Kings Worthy and Abbots
Worthy village design statement (2024) in a map of the area very
near to the site it has been graded as having important vegetation
(figure 1). Although as far as I know this area has not offically been
given this grade we will respect and treat it as such.

1.Site of high conservation value (HCV);
2.Site of lower priority for conservation;(LPC)

   3. Site of limited wildlife interest (LWI).” 
     (Wilson, 2021)

The proposed area at Kings Worthy Primary School lies within the
grounds of the School. The site is near to a couple of nature reserves
including: Barton Meadows, Winnall Moors, St Catherine Hills, all
owned and managed by Hampshire Wildlife Trust

Historically the area was part of the gardens of a Victorian Villa.   
The site has a number of fruit trees from the old orchard and many
old Beech, Sycamore, Hawthorn and Yew trees from the original
house. The grounds today are extensive and award-winning and are
centered around a 4-acre "Woodland Walk" which was designed for
outdoor learning. The school has worked really hard on a number of
projects since 2011 and these have been supported by various
community groups since it began and a talented site manager Mr C
Carr

Kings Worthy is set within the upper Itchen Valley on the north
western side of the floodplain. The river Itchen is a chalk stream and
has a wide flood plain with a shallow profile, grassland, water
meadows, carr and reed beds. However, despite its proximity to the
River Itchen, today Kings Worthy is separated from the watercourse
as the A33, forms an abrupt barrier.

The habitat of this area is unique due to the chalk stream which is
characterised by clear water and a diverse flora, invertebrates and
fish. The countryside in this area is mainly given over to arable
farming, mostly cereal crops and some pasture grazed by cattle.
Stands and groups of mature trees can be found along drives, lanes
and patches of woodland. The area has a strong ethos towards
conservation with a group of volunteers conducting regular local
projects around the village. 

Using the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) field guide to
woodland this site has many of the features of W13 (Taxus baccata
woodland) also known as Yew woodland and W12 (Fagus sylvatica
– Mercurialis perennis woodland) due to the fact that a lot of dog's
mercury grows in this woodland and this category is often found on
shallower chalk soils and escarpments. The trees that grow here
have probably been planted when the garden was created and is
semi-natural woodland. The predominant species in the grounds are   
Sycamore and  Hawthorn alongside Yew and silver birch.  

In the Landscape Sensitivity Appraisal Document (2013) the
landscape is described as: 

“Landscape Types for Kings Worthy and surrounding area In
addition to the identification of landscape character areas, the
HICA and WCLA documents describe the characteristics of
each landscape type in detail. This includes the distribution of
areas, typical soils and geology, topography, archaeological
and historic features and field patterns, vegetation, land use,
settlement pattern, building materials, routes and degree of
tranquillity. WCLA also outlines key issues affecting landscape
features typical of the area. The landscape types (WLCA
classification) for Kings Worthy are - a. Open arable west,
north and east of Kings Worthy b. River valley side to south
west c. River Valley floor to south and south east” (p3, 2013)

Kings Worthy lays close to the river Itchen and its many tributaries.
Lakes and ponds can provide valuable habitat for waterbirds,
amphibians, insects and plants. The chalk stream alkaline water is
important for both recreation and biodiversity with species such as
kingfishers, otters and little egrets and trout are found in the area.
Established paths provide access for informal recreation along the
valley, although there are no walks immediately adjacent to the
riverside. The permeable nature of the underlying chalk in the area
generally leads to a lack of water on the surface, but can result in
flooding after periods of exceptional rainfall when the water table
reaches the surface. 

The soil in Kings Worthy is chalk and loam soil. Large expanses of
the land is gently sloping and undulating topography (50-110m OD).
The soil is well drained upper chalk geology with pockets of
clay/flint deposits and is around 0.4-0.5 m in depth. It is phaeozem
soil which means it is characterized by a humus-rich surface layer
covered in the natural state with abundant grass or deciduous
forest vegetation. The land is predominantly used for medium to
large arable fields but there are also areas of sparse woodland
character. The ph level of the soil is 6.5-7.2 within the grounds but
nearer to the river Itchen it is a pH > 8.0 and alkaline due to the
chalk steam.

As far as I am aware there are no active conservation
management plans for this site and this is something that Canopy
Forest School will introduce and adhere to. There are no special
protection or status such as SSSI or NNR or TPO’s on any of the
trees. 
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LONG TERM VISION



IMPACT AND IMITIGATION MEASURES
 

After completing a site survey, it is important to assess how Forest School activities might have an impact on this
area. 
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IMPACT AND IMITIGATION MATRIX
W H E N  C O N S I D E R I N G  T H E  I M P A C T  O F  F O R E S T  S C H O O L  A C T I V I T I E S  I T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  C O N S I D E R  T H E  D I F F E R E N T  A R E A S  O F  T H E

F O R E S T  A N D  T O  D O  T H I S  C A N O P Y  F O R E S T  S C H O O L  W I L L  C O N S I D E R  T H E  V E R T I C A L  S T R U C T U R E S  O F  T H E  W O O D L A N D .  



IMPACT AND IMITIGATION MATRIX CONTINUED



MONITORING
Observing, identifying and classifying the biodiversity of a site allows us to develop an understanding of
a site and ensures that we help to keep it healthy and resilient. At Canopy Forest School a monitoring
regime will be established and this will be completed annually. This will ensure that our ecological
management practices are effective and maintain or enhance our Ecological Impact over time. The
monitoring regime that we will use will take place in the same month in the same location and use the
same recording format. It will also be linked to and influence our 3 Year Development Plan objectives.
This survey will be used as an indictor which will provide details about species, habitat and will be
evaluated to assess the value of the conservation achieved and the impacts on the site. It will also be an
interesting indictor to show trends over time. 



POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AT CANOPY FOREST SCHOOL







CLIMATE CHANGE
"Climate change is now indisputable and it is widely accepted that as a result of past emissions of
greenhouse gases, the earth is committed to continued warming during the 21st century. This warming
alone may have profound consequences for global ecosystems and people’s lives. The actual rate of
warming will depend on future emissions and concentrations of greenhouse gases, which is dependent on
the actions of governments over the next few years on curbing greenhouse gas emissions. It is projected
that summers in Britain will get warmer, and winters milder. Wales, parts of Scotland and the South East
may have drier summers, and wetter winters. Climate change is also expected to cause changes to the
seasons, increase the frequency of extreme weather events such as storms and cause a rise in sea levels.
For more detailed information on projected climate change in Britain, the UK Climate Projections (UKCP) "  
(Managing Your Woodland for Wildlife, p82, Blakesleigh D and Buckley P, 2010)

Woodland communities are already being affected by climate change, this can be seen for example in the timings
of bud breaks, migration and weather changes. This trend could see a change in the balance of tree communities;  
affect early flowering woodland plants and inevitably the composition of woodland communities will change. 

In June 2019 Hampshire County Council declared a Climate Emergency and as a result it created two targets
which have been set for the County Council and Hampshire as a whole: 

2050Carbon neutral
2℃ preparing to be resilient to the impacts of temperature rise.

(Hampshire County council) 

Canopy Forest School is committed to educating and sharing sustainable, natural, environmentally friendly ways
of working. This is reflected in every element of our business. We therefore promote sustainability, through our
own practices, through using green products and working with other green organisations. We run our business
through an ethical bank account as we believe that this is one of the most powerful tools that any of us can use
to to change the world for the better.  Canopy Forest School has made a declaration that there is a climate
emergency and acknowledges the significant impact climate change is having on the world, and is committed to
taking meaningful action to reduce our environmental impact.

This Ecological Impact report is an important part of the process of ensuring that our activities in and around the
site do not have any negative impacts upon the site. 
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CONCLUSION
In conclusion this ecological impact report will feed into our woodland management and is a big part of the
success of developing a biodiverse area. This is a working document that will be reviewed every year as the
group and the site change and evolve. The Forest School Leader will constantly consider and strive to
balance the health of the site with the socio-economic, cultural and human-health impacts of its participants.

Community engagement is an essential part of Canopy Forest School and this is reflected in our ethos,
mission and values.  Bringing people to nature is a fundamental part of our work as is teaching others to  
love and care for the natural world. 

Educating members of the local community about the unique habitats within the school ground will be a big
part of the Forest School experience as will taking part in woodland management activities. All the Forest
School activities that will take place aim to get the children caring and feeling the unique magic of this
space. Involving and teaching children and adults about the important role we have as care takers or
woodman of an area will not only provide them with skills that they can pass on and use in the future but it
will also help them to develop a deep understanding of why it is important to establish a relationship with a
natural space. Like most things in nature we both rely on each other, it is a symbiotic relationship- nature
needs human help and humans need natures help for a healthy existence. 

Last reviewed: 
Responsible for Review: Emma Clode
Next Date of review: 2027
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	WHAT IS A ECOLOGICAL REPORT?
	An ecological Impact assessment (EIA) is an assessment that looks at the possible consequences of human activity on a site. This assessment gives us an idea of the possible impact on the ecosystem that running a Forest School may have.  This is a formal system which identifies and creates an inventory of all the flora and fauna that exist in an area, the topography and substratum (soils, geology, wetness), site history/antiquity, site ownership, management and protection. This process evaluates the factors which will support and enhance our interactions with this space. Knowing what the baseline conditions are of a site will also help the Forest School Leader to assess and determine which activities could possibly harm the area and what measures or mitigations can be put in place to support it.
	To create this inventory maps, historical records and first-hand observations or field surveys  have been used to create a picture/evaluation of the site. There are of course limitations to this information as field studies only show the flora and fauna present at one snapshot moment in time so seasonal variations may be missed. Some species lists may not be complete, and rarities may have been overlooked and changes can also occur since the survey took place.
	As a Forest School leader, you have two levels of responsibility: the care of the children who attend sessions and the care of the environment and ecosystem that you are using.

	In an online article, entitled “The Symbolic Relationship of Child and Woods-Are you sustaining Both?” (Blackwell, 2015) Sarah Blackwell discusses the importance of nurturing and sustaining both children and nature. In this article she examines the symbiotic relationship between humans and the natural world and writes:
	“You can’t have a child growing up in isolation of the elements, the natural cycles, the trees, grass, mountains or rivers without a part of that child’s inner most being as a human losing a part of its self that is essential to life. In the same way you can not have woodlands and wild spaces growing up in isolation of the love, care, compassion and respect of children, because nature without children will in the future be destroyed completely and habitats die.”  (Blackwell, 2015)
	Sarah Blackwell  goes onto explain that:  “When we understand our role in the process as conduits for learning and love of nature with our children, we can begin to put an emphasis on learning species and relationships and how the natural systems depend on each other”  (Blackwell), 2015),
	Producing sustainability plans, ecological impact assessments and Three-Year Management Plans are all essential aspects of building and developing a relationship with the environment where the Forest School will take place. The understanding that comes from developing these plans and the care that we give to this eco-system will be transferred to the children and will lead onto Environmental Identity for the future.
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	This document describes  the impact of the operation of a Forest School Provision in the physical environment in the grounds of Kings Worthy Primary School. It describes what is in place to mitigate any negative effects. It will consider the land, water, air, structures and living organisms and the environmental values of Canopy Forest School.
	Canopy Forest School will be working initially with 4 students from the school as part of their enhanced provision. The sessions will be run by Sarah Perrin and Emma Clode who are both experienced Level 3 trained Forest School Leaders and they will be supported by one member of staff.
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	The Canopy Forest School site is situated within the grounds of Kings Worthy Primary School in Kings Worthy, Winchester. The site is owned by Hampshire County Council. Kings Worthy Primary School opened in 1953 and when the school expanded it included Hinton House, a nearby Victorian house, which housed five classrooms. In September 2008, Hinton House was sold, allowing for the construction of a new building containing five modern classrooms and purpose-built technology rooms. While some land was utilized for the new buildings, the school retains a spacious site, including a large outdoor area, woodland and a pond.
	The area which we are using is approximately four acres of natural woodland. The site is situated at the back, South Western side of the school. It is  located behind a Victorian walled garden and has housing on the western side of its grounds, a playing field which is also owned by the school to the south and fields to the east. Access to the site is gained through the school. The site is enclosed within the school grounds and is therefore safe as only people who have signed in at the Primary School office can access it. A perimeter fence acts as a divider around the site. Kings Worthy is a   village in the civil parish of Kings Worthy in Hampshire. There are several nature reserves and secondary woodlands nearby and the understory of these echo the flora and fauna found at this Canopy Forest School site.
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	Local wildlife sites in Hampshire referred to as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) together with statutorily protected Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) form the foundation of a coherent and resilient ecological network. These areas have been identified using SINC criteria's and if a three-point scale is applied to the Canopy Forest School site at Kings Worthy it is graded as a (one) a site of high priority for conservation. This is due to the fact that it lies on the edge of the chalk lands of the Hampshire Downs and the river Itchen flows along the south-eastern border of the parish. This area is one of the best examples of a chalk river habitat in Europe and it is identified as a candidate Special Area for Conservation (cSAC). Looking at the Kings Worthy and Abbots Worthy village design statement (2024) in a map of the area very near to the site it has been graded as having important vegetation (figure 1). Although as far as I know this area has not offically been given this grade we will respect and treat it as such.
	The proposed area at Kings Worthy Primary School lies within the grounds of the School. The site is near to a couple of nature reserves including: Barton Meadows, Winnall Moors, St Catherine Hills, all owned and managed by Hampshire Wildlife Trust
	Historically the area was part of the gardens of a Victorian Villa.   The site has a number of fruit trees from the old orchard and many old Beech, Sycamore, Hawthorn and Yew trees from the original house. The grounds today are extensive and award-winning and are centered around a 4-acre "Woodland Walk" which was designed for outdoor learning. The school has worked really hard on a number of projects since 2011 and these have been supported by various community groups since it began and a talented site manager Mr C Carr
	Kings Worthy is set within the upper Itchen Valley on the north western side of the floodplain. The river Itchen is a chalk stream and has a wide flood plain with a shallow profile, grassland, water meadows, carr and reed beds. However, despite its proximity to the River Itchen, today Kings Worthy is separated from the watercourse as the A33, forms an abrupt barrier.
	The habitat of this area is unique due to the chalk stream which is characterised by clear water and a diverse flora, invertebrates and fish. The countryside in this area is mainly given over to arable farming, mostly cereal crops and some pasture grazed by cattle. Stands and groups of mature trees can be found along drives, lanes and patches of woodland. The area has a strong ethos towards conservation with a group of volunteers conducting regular local projects around the village.
	Using the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) field guide to woodland this site has many of the features of W13 (Taxus baccata woodland) also known as Yew woodland and W12 (Fagus sylvatica – Mercurialis perennis woodland) due to the fact that a lot of dog's mercury grows in this woodland and this category is often found on shallower chalk soils and escarpments. The trees that grow here have probably been planted when the garden was created and is semi-natural woodland. The predominant species in the grounds are   Sycamore and  Hawthorn alongside Yew and silver birch.
	In the Landscape Sensitivity Appraisal Document (2013) the landscape is described as:
	“Landscape Types for Kings Worthy and surrounding area In addition to the identification of landscape character areas, the HICA and WCLA documents describe the characteristics of each landscape type in detail. This includes the distribution of areas, typical soils and geology, topography, archaeological and historic features and field patterns, vegetation, land use, settlement pattern, building materials, routes and degree of tranquillity. WCLA also outlines key issues affecting landscape features typical of the area. The landscape types (WLCA classification) for Kings Worthy are - a. Open arable west, north and east of Kings Worthy b. River valley side to south west c. River Valley floor to south and south east” (p3, 2013)
	Kings Worthy lays close to the river Itchen and its many tributaries. Lakes and ponds can provide valuable habitat for waterbirds, amphibians, insects and plants. The chalk stream alkaline water is important for both recreation and biodiversity with species such as kingfishers, otters and little egrets and trout are found in the area. Established paths provide access for informal recreation along the valley, although there are no walks immediately adjacent to the riverside. The permeable nature of the underlying chalk in the area generally leads to a lack of water on the surface, but can result in flooding after periods of exceptional rainfall when the water table reaches the surface.
	The soil in Kings Worthy is chalk and loam soil. Large expanses of the land is gently sloping and undulating topography (50-110m OD). The soil is well drained upper chalk geology with pockets of clay/flint deposits and is around 0.4-0.5 m in depth. It is phaeozem soil which means it is characterized by a humus-rich surface layer covered in the natural state with abundant grass or deciduous forest vegetation. The land is predominantly used for medium to large arable fields but there are also areas of sparse woodland character. The ph level of the soil is 6.5-7.2 within the grounds but nearer to the river Itchen it is a pH > 8.0 and alkaline due to the chalk steam.
	As far as I am aware there are no active conservation management plans for this site and this is something that Canopy Forest School will introduce and adhere to. There are no special protection or status such as SSSI or NNR or TPO’s on any of the trees.
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